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WEST COAST EAGLES FOOTBALL CLUB — OPTUS STADIUM 
Statement by Member for Riverton 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Leader of the Opposition) [12.50 pm]: I rise to speak on an issue for which 
I may receive bipartisan support from both sides of the house, except perhaps the Speaker—the real Mr Speaker—
and the members for Kalgoorlie and Hillarys. This weekend, the West Coast Eagles will run on to Perth’s 
magnificent new stadium, most likely in front of a record crowd, to take on the Melbourne Demons. The stadium 
has been a huge success for Western Australia. Crowd numbers for games are up a whopping 36 per cent in 2018. 
An average attendance of 46 893 people just confirms that WA footy fans were crying out for a bigger, better 
stadium, and I think we can all agree it was worth the wait. I expect the Eagles will run on with the wholehearted 
support of everyone in this chamber, including the Dockers tragics on that side and this side of the house. The 
Eagles making the finals has been great for our state. Not only has it enlivened the spirits of footy fans in the west, 
it has increased economic activity through the additional fixtures. Most importantly, I have every confidence that 
the Eagles will be victorious on Saturday. I am calling it early—a 17-point win in a thriller! 
As we will not be sitting next week, I take this opportunity to wish the Eagles all the very best not only for this 
Saturday but next Saturday when they bring the cup home to Western Australia once again. Congratulations to 
Adam Simpson, Shannon Hurn and the whole Eagles outfit on a stellar season! 
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